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Global seafood coalition applauds Japanese government on
actions to eliminate IUU fishing; calls for further collaboration
between industry and governments.

©\L0B4

14 April 2021 —Seafood Business for Ocean Stewardship (SeaBOS), the Global Tuna Alliance (GTA), and
the International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), a coalition consisting of more than 100
companies, congratulates the Japanese government on the introduction of new fisheries laws to stop
distribution in Japan of seafood caught by illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing from both
domestic and imported sources. The legislative actions by Japan are considered key drivers towards
eliminating IUU fishing, and a significant step towards further governmental and industry collaboration.

“Our organisations congratulate the Japanese government on the introduction of these new laws which
are a positive step towards eliminating IUU fishing, globally,” said Therese Log Bergjord, Chair of SeaBOS.
“Strong legislation and credible traceability programs help stop IUU seafood production and distribution.
The new actions by Japan are in line with outcomes from the High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean
Economy’ and this global seafood coalition remains committed to helping put an end to IUU fishing.”

The coalition remains committed to working with governments to ensure sustainable seafood
production, which can only happen by stopping IUU fishing on a global scale. They recognise the
importance of companies in the seafood supply chain demonstrating support for government actions
such as the new laws introduced in Japan, by taking industry initiatives like implementing traceability of
the seafood they produce or purchase.

“We believe that if industry and governments act together, fishers engaged in IUU fishing activities will
have nowhere to land or sell their catch,” said Tom Pickerell, Executive Director of GTA.

In an earlier statement, the coalition noted the importance of governments ratifying and implementing
the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), or implement measures that are consistent with PSMA.
Further, for governments to ensure that information on all vessels operating internationally is provided
to the FAO Global Record, along with timely exchange of vessel data between flag and port States to
enable an effective implementation of port measures is also needed.

The Asia-Pacific Economic Collaboration (APEC) 2021 meeting is recognised as a valuable opportunity to
build consensus around the goal of eliminating IUU fishing.

“We hope the government of Japan will join with its partners on the High-Level Panel and with other
governments in the Pacific at APEC, in a concerted effort to end the threat that IUU fishing poses to our
seafood industry and to the economic and food security of the region” added Susan Jackson, President
of ISSF.


https://seabos.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Coalition_Statement_traceability-and-port-state-measures.pdf

! In the High-Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga joined with 13
other heads of state in calling on all governments to act to eliminate IUU fishing by increasing
transparency, strengthening monitoring, control and surveillance, and implementing the Port State
Measures Agreement; and to prohibit subsidies that drive overfishing and IUU fishing.
https://oceanpanel.org/

The Groups Joining in the Statement

The Global Tuna Alliance (GTA) is an independent group of retailers and tuna supply chain companies
that are committed to realizing harvest strategies for tuna fisheries, avoidance of IUU products,
improved traceability as well as environmental sustainability, and progressing work on human rights in
tuna fisheries. GTA builds on the Tuna 2020 Traceability Declaration, signed by 66 companies, and works
by utilizing commercial buying power to leverage policy change through direct engagement with
decisionmakers and supply-chain actions. Direct Media Contact: Tom Pickerell

tom@globaltunaalliance.com

The International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) — a global coalition of seafood companies,
fisheries experts, scientific and environmental organizations, and the vessel

community — promotes science-based initiatives for long-term tuna conservation, FAD management,
bycatch mitigation, marine ecosystem health, capacity management, and illegal fishing prevention.
Helping global tuna fisheries meet sustainability criteria to achieve the Marine Stewardship Council
certification standard — without conditions — is ISSF's ultimate objective. ISSF’s 26 participating
companies represent the majority of the word’s canned tuna processing capacity.

Direct Media Contact: Mary Sestric msestric@iss-foundation.org

Seafood Business for Ocean Stewardship (SeaBOS) is a unique collaboration between scientists and
seafood companies across the wild capture, aquaculture and feed production sectors, leading a global
transformation towards sustainable seafood production, and improving ocean health. The collaboration
has been coordinated by the Stockholm Resilience Centre at Stockholm University. Together, SeaBOS
companies represent over 10% of the world’s seafood production and comprise over 600 subsidiary
companies globally.

Direct Media Contact: Sophie Noonan sophie.noonan@skretting.com or Sturle Simonsen
sturle.hauge.simonsen@su.se


https://oceanpanel.org/
mailto:tom@globaltunaalliance.com
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Joint Statement on Japan’s “Act on Ensuring the Proper Domestic Distribution and
Importation of Specified Aquatic Animals and Plants”

16 March 2021

lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fisheries are a serious threat to the sustainable
use of seafood resources and conservation of the marine ecosystems, which international
society is committed to tackling jointly.

The amount of IUU fisheries production is estimated to be 13-31% of total fisheries
production in the world and there is also a number of reports on IUU fisheries in Asia and
imports of IUU products to markets in Asia. As the biggest importer of fisheries products in
Asia, Japanese government has a special interest and responsibility to sustainable
management and commerce of global fisheries resources.

With this regard, we welcome the initiative by the Japanese government to establish the
new “Act on Ensuring the Proper Domestic Distribution and Importation of Specified
Aquatic Animals and Plants” which includes the measures to prevent the distribution of
illegal fish catch in Japan and to prevent the import of illegal fish catch outside Japan. We
the undersigned organisations are committed to sustainable fisheries practices and
regulatory efforts to combat IUU fishing. Collectively, we are dedicated to working with
Asian seafood distributors and governments to build their aspirations and commitment
towards fisheries traceability and transparency to compliment the new law in Japan.

This Japanese government’s action will be a very important step to eliminate IUU fisheries
and promote sustainable fisheries management in Asia and across the world.

In order to further advance this effort to tackle IUU fisheries in Asia, we propose that all
governments in Asia should take the following actions:

1) Strengthening the management and surveillance of fishing vessels to prevent IUU
fisheries.

2) Establishing the import control system, such as requiring a catch certificate, to
prevent the import and distribution of IUU seafood. The system should aim to cover
all species to motivate effective compliance and correct labeling of products across
all traded species without loopholes.

3) Working on seafood traceability and transparency of the seafood supply chain.
Traceability systems will not only benefit the consumers on food safety and tackle
seafood fraud, but it will also be an effective tool to eliminate IUU seafood from the
market.



4) Strengthening collaboration among governments in Asia to tackle IUU fisheries.
Some of the agenda may be to exchange information and best practices on
fisheries management and surveillance measures, as well as aligning Key Data
Elements (KDEs) of catch certificates. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
forum may be a good place to do this.

Supporting organisations

Environment and Animal Welfare Society Taiwan
Environmental Justice Foundation

Greenpeace East Asia

Greenovation Hub

Oceana

Qingdao Marine Conservation Society

Serve the People Association, Taoyuan
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ANNEX

4 December 2020
Anti-IUU Forum Japan

Joint Statement on the Domestic Trade of Specific Marine Animals and
Plants Act

Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a huge threat to the sustainable use of
seafood resources and marine ecosystem conservation. The realization of Target 14.4 of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted at the United Nations Sustainable
Development Summit 2015, which aims to “effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing,
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement
science-based management plans™ by 2020, is hindered by IUU fishing.

Given such circumstances, we would like to welcome the adoption and enactment of the
Domestic Trade of Specific Marine Animals and Plants Act which took place at the National
Diet of Japan today as an extremely favorable step taken by the Japanese government.

We believe that there are three points of significance regarding the enactment of the new law.

First of all, the implementation of this law allows Japan to fulfil its responsibilities as one of
the world’s largest seafood importing market nations. With Japan newly introducing measures
to ban the importation of seafood sourced by IUU fishing, along with the European Union (EU)
and the United States (US) which already have regulations in place, a significant progress
toward the global elimination of IUU fishing is expected.

Secondly, the law will benefit domestic fishermen. Illegal operation of squid fishing vessels
from neighboring countries in the Sea of Japan and the increase in the amount of sea cucumbers
and abalones being poached domestically are great concerns in Japan. Preventing seafood
sourced illegally within or outside Japan from being traded in Japanese markets will enable the
elimination of unfair competition and secure just income that is supposed to be brought to
fishing operators complying with existing rules and regulations.

Thirdly, this law is important in ensuring seafood traceability as well. By mandating
information sharing and transaction recordkeeping for selected species among businesses, the
consumers’ trust in seafood distributed in Japanese markets, including that toward product
quality, 1s expected to grow.

The new law is expected to be implemented in two years from now. Details of schemes under
the law, such as those for species selection, are to be determined by ministerial orders that will
be issued in the near future.

! No official English name exists yet.
2 https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal 14



To date, the Anti-IUU Forum Japan has been working on awareness raising and providing
information to enhance anti-IlUU measures in Japan. The Forum would like to continue
supporting the efforts of the Japanese government. In order to increase the effectiveness of the
schemes under the law, the Forum would also like to propose the following key actions upon
considering law implementation:

1. Selecting species to be covered based on fair and clear criteria

In order to eliminate the importation and market distribution of seafood sourced by ITUU
fishing and to prevent loopholes such as false reporting and mislabeling of caught species
from being created, we believe that all species need to be ultimately covered. While
however, it is unrealistic to aim for all species to be covered from the beginning, it is
necessary to ensure species especially vulnerable to IUU fishing (e.g., tunas, crabs, eels,
flounders, squids and cuttlefish, in the case of imported seafood) are included, based on
fair and clear criteria.

Furthermore, it is important to have an open process with a wide range of stakeholders
including scientists and representatives of environmental organizations, as well as supply
chain players such as fishermen, processors, distributors and consumers participating in
the meetings that discuss covered species. Moreover, we believe that the participation of
not only the senior members of relevant organizations but also young fishermen and others
bearing the future is significantly meaningful.

2. Reducing the workload of operators and enhancing traceability through
electronification

It is essential to leverage information and communication technology (ICT) to enhance
traceability while at the same time reducing the workload of operators under this law. For
domestic seafood, a system in which catch identification numbers and data linked to them
are stored in a central database and information sharing is allowed when required, may
be established through collaboration with efforts for “smart fisheries”. Such a system
could reduce workload and costs for operators keeping transaction records and for
administrators checking and preventing fraud. In the long run, the utilization of compatible
and extensible electronic data which enables the creation of reasonable advantages for
fisheries operators and distributors may also be considered.

3. Pushing international collaboration forward

The elimination of IUU fishing—the intent of the new law—requires global collaborative
efforts. In particular, alignment with the EU and the US regarding items to be included in
catch documentations that are going to be required for imported seafood needs to be
discussed internationally and realized, thereby leading to the reduction of workload for
importation/exportation operators, the facilitation of trade administrative work, and the
promotion of information sharing between nations for effective enforcement.

Furthermore, we expect that Japan’s leadership among other Asia-Pacific nations to
enhance collaboration for IUU fishing-related measures in the near future, would lead
to the enhancement of the sustainable use of seafood resources and marine ecosystem
conservation in and around Japan.



Anti-IUU Forum Japan

The Anti-IUU Forum Japan was established in September 2017, for NGOs and companies
engaged in efforts for sustainable fisheries to jointly work on measures against [UU fishing.

WWEF Japan
WWEF is one of the world’s largest leading conservation organizations, working in
more than 100 countries and supported by 5 million supporters globally.
WWEF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to
build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the
world’s biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is
sustainable and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.

Seafood Legacy Co., Ltd.

Seafood Legacy Co., Ltd. is a social venture based in Tokyo, which provides
sustainable seafood consulting and platforming services to Japanese businesses and
the government. Seafood is a symbol of the connections between marine ecosystems,
marine economics, and regional communities, and our purpose is to ensure that it
remains abundant for future generations. Seafood Legacy also strategically networks
seafood businesses and NGOs to foster pre-competitive platforms to solve mutual
issues faced by various stakeholders in Japan and around the world.

SEAFOOD LEGACY

The Nature Conservancy
Founded in 1951, TNC is active in 79 countries and is one of the largest non-profit
environmental organizations in the United States. With ‘tackling climate change’ and
‘healthy oceans, lands and water’ being its areas of priority, TNC currently operates

more than 100 projects for the world’s oceans. TNC is working on the elimination of

IUU fishing and the realization of sustainable fisheries through collaborative efforts
with governments, NGOs, research institutes and private sectors around the world.
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Sailors for the Sea Japan
Sailors for the Sea Japan was established in 2011 as an affiliate of the US based ocean
conservation NGO, founded by David Rockefeller Jr., to improve ocean environment
and sustainability through advocacy activities, cooperating with various stakeholders.
Our actions vary to an extensive range, including issuance of “Blue Seafood Guide”
to raise awareness for sustainable seafood consumption.
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EDF
Environmental Defense Fund (edf.org), a leading international nonprofit
organization, creates transformational solutions to the most serious environmental

EDFEs

problems. EDF links science, economics, law and innovative private-sector 5?¥‘E“N%NEMVFEUNN'€L\“ v
partnerships. e
GR Japan K.K.
GR Japan specializes in government relations and public affairs. In the field of
marine environment policy, we have conducted awareness-building and advocac o7
poncy & Y | M) Japan

activities aiming to improve the transparency and sustainability of seafood,
including through the elimination of IUU fishing, in coordination with international
and domestic environmental organizations.
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