(Provisional Translation)

April 14, 2015

Fisheries Agency of Japan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Response to the Report of the Expert Panel of the International Whaling Commission’s
Scientific Committee (IWC SC) to review the proposal for a New Scientific Whale Research
Program in the Antarctic Ocean (NEWREP-A)

1 Report of the Expert Panel of the IWC SC

(1) A Panel of Experts, selected by the IWC SC, carried out a review of the proposed
research plan submitted by Japan in November 2014 and presented a report that
incorporated the results of their discussions at a Workshop held in early February

2015. The report was made public on 13 April 2015.

(2) In their report:

(i) The Expert Panel agreed that the research objectives are important for
conservation and management of cetaceans;

(it) However, the Expert panel recommended that Japan conduct additional works
and then evaluate the necessity of lethal sampling and the reasonableness of
the sample size, while stating that the current proposal does not demonstrate
the need for lethal sampling to achieve the research objectives (see attached);

(iii) It should be noted that those recommendations contain those concerning parts
of the program not relevant to demonstrating the need for lethal sampling and
the reasonableness of the sample size including krill surveys.

2 Response of the Government of Japan

Japan gives due regard to the contents of the report and sincerely responds to all of the

Expert Panel’s recommendations. On April 13, Japan submitted, in writing,

preliminary comments on the report and an addendum to the proposed research plan

(NEWREP-A) to the IWC Scientific Committee. The main points are as follows:

(1) Recommendations on the need for lethal sampling and the reasonableness of the
sample size

As to recommendations that form an essential part of an assessment of the need for

lethal sampling and/or the reasonableness of the sample size, Japan has presented a

concrete work plan and will report its outcome to the Scientific Committee in May

2015 (Recommendations 1, 11, 12, 13, and 26).

For recommendations other than those above, Japan will respond by the start of the

program or throughout the implementation of the program (Recommendations 2, 3, 4, 8,

9, 10, 18, and 22).



(2) Other recommendations, including those on krill surveys and sighting survey

As for the other recommendations, including on krill surveys and sighting survey that
are not considered as relevant to demonstrating the need for lethal sampling and the
reasonableness of the sample size, Japan will respond during the implementation of
NEWREP-A (Recommendations 5, 6, 7, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28,
and 29).
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