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○ Fisheries Policy for FY2009 (Executive Summary) 
 
  Based on the Basic Fisheries Plan developed in March 2007, the Government will work to establish sustainable and strong 
fisheries by promoting the restoration and management of fishery resources, reinforcing fishery business management 
through measures such as the restructuring of fisheries using fishing vessels, and by fostering and securing people who will 
engage in fisheries and creating employment. 
 

I Promoting the restoration and management of low-level fishery resources 
1. Promoting surveys and research into fishery resources 
2. Resource management in Japan’s Exclusive Economic Zone, etc. 
3 Promoting international resource management in waters, including the high seas 
4. Conserving and developing overseas fishing grounds and promoting international cooperation 
5. Improving the living environment for aquatic animals and plants in sea and inland waters and promoting aquaculture 
 

 

II Fostering and securing internationally competitive fishery operators and developing a 
vigorous working environment for fisheries 
1. Intensifying measures to foster and secure internationally competitive fishery operators 

○ For the purpose of promoting the reinforcement of fishery business management, the government will support efforts to shift 
to energy-saving fishery operations and increase profitability.  

○ In particular, the government will provide support for efforts by fishery operators’ groups to acquire the equipment necessary 
to reduce fuel consumption or increase productivity, through the introduction of energy, labor, and power-saving operations 
and advanced quality-control methods, as well as initiatives to search for common fishing grounds so as to introduce 
energy-saving operation systems. Furthermore, targeting fisheries using fishing vessels whose production systems have 
become fragile due to delays in the replacement of fishing vessels, the government will implement projects focusing on the 
restructuring of fisheries using fishing vessels and promote fishery business management reorganization through the 
introduction of fishing operation and production systems, prioritizing profitability, and the acquisition of energy- and 
labor-saving alternative vessels, etc. 

○ In addition, with the objective of developing the fishery structure in accordance with resources levels, the government will 
strengthen assistance for fishery operators who suspend fishing or reduce fishing vessels.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Promoting the rationalization of production, and the distribution and utilization of fishery production equipment 
3. Appropriate operation of fishing insurance systems 
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Overall Projects for the Enhancement of Fisheries

Overall project for restructuring fisheries using 
fishing vessels

Project for reinforcing fishery business management

Project for promoting and supporting measures for 
energy saving and the restoration of resources

Promoting the shift to new operation and 
production systems

Promoting the introduction of equipment 
conducive to energy saving and increases in 
productivity

Supporting fishery operators who suspend fishing 
or reduce fishing vessels so as to develop the 
fishery structure in accordance with resource levels

Ex. Downsizing of the fleet of round haul netters

Downsizing

Ex. Automated feeding

Suspension
of fishing

Suspended

Suspended
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4. Developing a vigorous working environment for fisheries 
○ For the purpose of arousing interest among students to encourage them  to make their future occupation in the fisheries 

industry, the government will support activities to provide them with the opportunity to experience stationary net fishing and 
aquaculture. The government will also provide those who wish to engage in the fisheries industry with job information from 
fisheries nationwide, and hold preliminary seminars where they can learn the basic knowledge necessary for engagement in 
the fisheries industry as well as job consultation meetings where they can meet fisheries cooperatives and fishery operators 
who need potential workers in the fisheries industry. 

○ Furthermore, the government will assist the implementation of a long-term on-site training program (up to one year) for those 
who wish to engage in the fisheries industry and have found jobs provided by fisheries cooperatives and fishery operators. The 
government will also help them learn skills in accounting and tax management necessary for the fisheries industry.    

○ Governmental support is also available for the initiatives to start businesses covering the whole process of fishery operations, 
from production to processing, distribution, and sale, by making use of know-how of different industries concerned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III Developing processing, distribution and consumption measures to secure a stable supply of 
fishery products 

1. Enhancing the sales capacity of fish-landing areas, and improving and upgrading distribution 
○ To connect the fish-landing areas which need various sales channels for fishery products landed on different foreshores, with 

consumers who demand fresh and safe fishery products, the government will aim to establish various distribution channels, 
including those for direct delivery from fish-landing areas. The government will also support efforts by fisheries associations to 
find new channels and develop new products.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Improving value added through the processing of fishery products 

 

Providing the opportunity 
to experience fishing and 

the seashore

[Project for new employment in the fisheries industry] Providing the total support for people with no experience in 
fisheries to work in this industry

Providing 
employment 
information

Job consultation 
meetings On-site training 
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Classroom/experie
nce-based lessons

Before employment

Basic skills

Providing students 
with the opportunity to 
experience fishing 
activities

New

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Providing employment 
information via 
websites and printed 
materials

Implementing classroom 
lessons as well as 
experience-based lessons 
for working in the 
fisheries industry, 
available in the evenings 
or on weekends

Holding job 
consultation meetings 
where those who wish 
to work in the fisheries 
industry can meet 
fishery operators

Implementing 
practical training on 
site

Helping acquisition of 
skills in accounting and 
tax management 
necessary for the 
fisheries industry

NewEnhanced

[Project for supporting pioneering business links] Supporting business start-ups in the fisheries industry, with the use 
of know-how of different industries

Providing information Supporting business start-ups [enhanced]Cross-industrial collaboration meetings

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Providing information on fishery business 
resources in the region, such as the areas of the 
sea and facilities available to the fisheries 
cooperatives wishing to accept newcomers

Holding meetings where those who start 
businesses in the fisheries industry can meet 
fishery operators

Supporting the implementation of business plans 
approved by the screening committee
Subsidy: half of the business costs
Period: three years at the maximum
* Giving priority to pioneering business plans 
which use low-cost technology
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Projects for Securing and Fostering Fishery Workers

 

Support is provided to:

Securing fishery operators’ spendable earnings by enhancing the 
sales capacity of fish-landing areas

Foster the sales capacity of 
fish-landing areas

Promote collaboration between 
distributors, processors, and 

fish-landing areas
Consumers can:

buy locally-caught fresh fish;
know who the producers are;
buy fish easily even if they are elderly and unable to go to 
the store

Stable supply of fresh and safe domestic fish

Increase fishery operators’ spendable earnings

Fishery operators can:
take the initiative in pricing;
sell minor (not very popular) fish;
reduce distribution costs
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3. Enhancing retailers 
4. Securing fishery product imports and developing export strategies positively 
5. Promoting the expansion of fishery product consumption and fish-eating education through the development of 

confidence-based networks linking producers to consumers 
 

IV Developing and diffusing new technologies to improve the future of the fisheries industry 
1. Developing and diffusing new technologies to meet workplace needs 
2. Promoting the exploitation and utilization of biomass resources 
3. Creating, protecting and exploiting intellectual properties 

 

V Comprehensive development of fishing ports, grounds and villages, and demonstration of 
multiple functions of fisheries industry and fishing villages 
1. Integral development of fishing ports and grounds for the creation of powerful production areas 
2. Developing safe, vigorous fishing villages 
3. Promoting harmony between fisheries and marine recreation in the use of sea waters 
4. Demonstration of multiple functions of fisheries industry and fishing villages 

○ The government will establish a new subsidy scheme to support activities, led by fishery operators, to protect the 
environment and ecosystem, such as maintenance and management of seaweed beds and tidelands. The government will also 
work to publicize examples of good practice and provide technical support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI Reorganizing fisheries industry organizations 
1. Management and business reforms at fisheries cooperatives 
2. Reorganizing other fisheries-related organizations 
 

VII Other important measures 
1. Promoting biodiversity conservation measures 
2. Efforts to promote WTO negotiations 
3. Efforts to promote economic cooperation, including Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and Free Trade 

Agreements (FTAs) 
4. Promoting the development and utilization of statistics to meet policy needs 
  

VIII Efforts to promote measures on fisheries comprehensively and systematically 
1. Building well-organized and easy-to-understand policy structures and securing transparency 
2. Developing measures from the perspective of public interest, taking into consideration the viewpoints of consumers and 

citizens 
3. Promoting the demonstration of originality and ingenuity of business operators and fishery production areas 
4. The effective and concentrated operation of financial measures 
5. Improving reform roadmap control and reform measures, and building a system of promoting measures effectively and 

efficiently 

 Environment and Ecosystem Protection Project 
(New: ¥1.3 billion from the treasury)

○Support the activities of fishery operators and local residents to protect seaweed beds and tidelands

Fishing villages will 
be invigorated!

The sea will become richer 
and more beautiful.

A large catch of tasty fish 
will be gained.

Community activities will 
become more active

Effects:
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