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Problems related to the basic rule of ABC
algorithm from the viewpoint of a reproductive

relationship

Kazumi Sakuramoto * Satomi Shimoyama
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The Norwegian quota system, profitability and sustainability

The Norwegian Fishing Vessel Owners Association (in Norwegian: Fiskebat) is Norway’s major
organisation for owners of oceangoing fishing vessels and a leading lobby organisation on most
fishery related issues. Fiskebat's vision is an environmentally friendly and profitable fishing fleet
that provides healthy food from well-managed stocks in the world's purest waters.

The oceangoing fleet of Norway annually fishes for more than 10 billion NOK. The most
important species are cod, mackerel, North Sea herring, Norwegian spawning herring, saithe,
haddock, shrimps, capelin and blue whiting. More than 90% of the catch is exported. The fleet
consists of purse seiners, whitefish and shrimp trawlers, pelagic trawlers, longliners and seal
hunting vessels.

The fundamental principle for Norwegian management of living marine resources is the principle
of sustainable use based on the best available scientific advice. Norway is the leading country in
documentation of sustainable fisheries, and a high proportion of the Norwegian fisheries are
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certified. The seafood industry generates great value to the
Norwegian economy and demonstrates economic independence. There are no subsidies in the
Norwegian fishing industry. Norwegian fisheries policy is based on sustainable resource
management, which ensures that the fish stock, industry practitioners and coastal communities are
safeguarded.

The Norwegian TACs are split into group quotas, one quota for each group of vessel. There is a
fixed allocation of national quota between vessel groups.

In Norway we have a system for quota consolidation in the fishing fleet, the Structural Quota
System. This system allows the fleet to consolidate quotas on fewer vessels. A vessel owner can
buy another vessel and transfer the other vessel’s quota (a structural quota) to his vessel. To
maintain a geographical spread and a diversified fleet there are some restrictions, for example
geographically limited markets, transactions only within vessel groups and mandatory scrapping.
For example it is not possible for a purse seine vessel to buy quotas from at coastal vessel. This
way the quota system does not shift profitability to large-scale vessels, and the profitability stays
in the group it belongs.
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The quota allocation, in both the groups with small vessels and the groups with ocean going
vessels, can increase the vessels profitability. This makes it possible for the fishermen to build
new environmental friendly and more efficient vessels.

The Structural Quota System is important to the fishing vessels owners to be able to offer the
fishermen competitive salary, since they compete for the labor with other maritime industries,
such as the oil industry. Only a small proportion of the fishermen on Norwegian vessels are
foreign. In the ocean going fleet the share of foreign fishermen is around 10%.

The consolidating of quotas the last decades has made the Norwegian fleet more profitable and
environmental friendly. The reduction in the number of vessels has prevented over capacity in the
fleet, and has led to improved profitability for the remaining Norwegian fishing fleet. The fleet
has a diversified structure, both with regard to fleet and geographical areas. The focus on
sustainable management has helped to ensure healthy fish stocks.

The Norwegian quota system creates an incentive for owners to consolidate quotas and build
efficient and more environmental friendly vessels. The vessels are designed to catch the correctly
allocated amount of fish when the fish are of the highest quality. Free capacity does not
necessarily lead to over fishing, but rather allows fishermen to plan their catch and fish their
allocated quantity when prices and conditions are best, generating the best financial results for
fishermen.

Kind Regards

FISKEBAT
a
Audun Marak Beate Ngrvag
Managing Director Head of Department
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