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fRERRAECAY 3IWC/SCEHEHRSE (1RF)

X FBERIAEBDMESS(NAMMCO))HMFEZEES(2019);

Presentation on Future Research in Antarctic Waters (JASS-A)
Isoda presented the objectives, survey and analytical procedures, and work schedule of a new research program on whales and the ecosystem in the
Indo-Pacific region of the Antarctic (JASS-A= Japanese Abundance and Stock structure Surveys in the Antarctic). The main research objectives of
JASS-A are: 1) the study of the abundance and abundance trends of large whale species, and ii) the study of the distribution, movement and stock
structure of large whale species. JASS-A also has several secondary research objectives related to oceanographic factors, marine debris and whale
biology. The research program will be based on systematic sighting surveys utilizing the Line Transect Method, to be conducted alternatively in IWC
Areas III, IV, V and VI by one or two specialized vessels, during a tentative period of eight austral summer seasons. Analyses related to main and
secondary objectives will be conducted based on new as well previous data collected by JARPA/JARPAII and NEWREP-A in the same research area.
This meansthe analyses under each of the objectives will be based on large and consistent data sets. The survey plan for the 2019/20 austral summer
season, to be conducted in IWC Area IIIW, was presented. JASS-A is open for international research collaboration following established protocols by
the Institute of Cetacean Research.

Presentation on Satellite Tracking Studies at the ICR

Isoda also provided the latest information on satellite tracking studies at the Institute of Cetacean Research. More detailed technical information on the
satellite tracking work by Japan had been presented at the 2018 NAMMCO SC meeting. This time he presented information on: i) improvements to
the anchor design; ii) results of the satellite tracking in the North Pacific in 2019 (one blue and one fin whale tracked for 8 and 29 days, respectively),
and iii) plan for the satellite tracking experiment in the Antarctic in the 2019/20 austral summer season under the JASS-A.

The plan to open the JASS-A research program for international collaboration (both for the fieldwork and the analysis) in the near future was
communicated. The SC looked forward to receiving more information about this opportunity for international collaboration in cetacean research. The

SC expressed its appreciation for the updates that were presented on the research and commercial activities taking place in Japan, and
particularly the latest work on satellite tagging related to minke whales given the relevance of developments in this field for the NAMMCO countries.
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JASS-AICBIY BIWC/SCHEHRESE (IR1)

@IWC SC 68B [JCRM_Volume 22 Supplement April 2021]

SC/68B/ASI/17 reported the results of 2019/20 JASS-A dedicated sighting survey program, conducted in the western part of
Area II1 (000° -015° E;south of 60° S). The total searching distance was 1,447.9 n.miles during which 19 schools (20
individuals) of Antarctic blue whales were observed. A total of 20 individuals was photographed and 10 biopsy samples
(individuals) was collected. The data will be analysed for abundance estimates and stock structure studies at the Institute of
Cetacean Research.

The Committee welcomed these updates and encouraged the continuation of these surveys to understand blue whale occurrence,
density, population identity and movements better.

@IWC SC 68C [JCRM Volume 23 Supplement April 2022]

The Committee welcomed these updates and noted the value of the information in relation to the upcoming In-depth
assessment, highlighting that photo-IDs collected on these expeditions are contributing toward a new circumpolar wide
abundance estimate for blue whales (Item 8.2.2.1).

The Committee welcomed plans to conduct the following national research cruises in the intersessional period: cruises in the

Antarctic by Japan. The Committee expresses appreciation to the countries sponsoring these surveys and their important
contribution to cetacean research.

@IWC SC 68D [JCRM_Volume 24 Supplement April 2023]

The Committee welcomes this update and noted the value of the information in relation to the upcoming In-depth assessment,
highlighting that photo-IDs collected on these expeditions are contributing toward a new circumpolar wide abundance estimate
for Antarctic blue whales (IWC, 2021c, item 8.2.2.2). The Committee welcomed plans to conduct the following research cruises
in the intersessional period. The Committee expresses appreciation to the countries who have sponsored these surveys
providing important contributions to cetacean research.
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